
 
 

A. St. Edward’s University Founded in 
1885, St. Edward’s is a nationally ranked, 
Holy Cross university located in Austin, 
Texas. St. Edward’s University is an 
independent Catholic university that 
welcomes qualified students of all ages, 
backgrounds and beliefs and serves a 
culturally diverse student body. The 
university’s undergraduate programs 
achieve a balance among the humanities, 
the sciences and the professions. These 
programs seek to make graduates 
competent in a chosen discipline, help 
them understand and appreciate the 
contributions of other disciplines and 
prepare them to further their life goals. 
Graduate and professional development 
programs enhance students’ knowledge 
and skills in order to prepare them to take 
advantage of more challenging 
employment opportunities. 
 
B. Shopping along S. Congress Ave Located 
just 1.1 miles from St. Edward’s campus are 
a variety of charming chops and 
restaurants, including Lucy in Disguise with 
Diamonds and Electric Ladyland (that's the 
store's complete name) where Bob Dylan is 
rumored to have shopped for retro outfits. 
The avenue is lined with funky, unique to 
Austin stores and restaurants with an 
Austin friendly feel. All you need to fill your 
Austin shopping desires is located along the 
Street of SoCo (South Congress).  

 
C. The Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue Bridge is one of Austin's most iconic bridges, 
crossing Lady Bird Lake at Congress Avenue. The bridge was originally constructed in its 
modern form in 1910.  In 2006, the bridge was renamed in honor of Ann W. Richards, the 
state's 45th governor and one of Austin's most prominent citizens. It is best known as the 
home of the world's largest urban bat colony, with up to 1.5 million Mexican free-tailed bats 
residing underneath the bridge each summer. Tourists can observe bat populations flying at 
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dusk for feedings during the summer months, traveling away from the bridge over Lady Bird 
Lake to the east. An information kiosk on the bridge's bat population is offered along the 
lake's northern banks at the east end of the bridge. 
 
D. Auditorium Shores on Lady Bird Lake, formerly known as Town Lake, is a manmade 
reservoir along the Colorado River that was originally created in 1960 with the construction 
of Longhorn Dam, intended to serve as cooling waters for the former Holly Street Power 
Plant. In 2007, the lake was renamed in honor of First Lady Lady Bird Johnson, who was 
influential in cleaning the lake during the 1970s and returning much of its surrounding banks 
to natural ecosystems. Today, the 416-acre lake serves as one of Austin's most popular 
outdoor recreational spots, offering biking opportunities at the 10.1-mile Ann and Roy Butler 
Hike-and-Bike Trail, which circles the lake's banks. Canoe, kayaks, and paddleboards are 
permitted on the lake's waters, which are frequently used as a practice spot for local rowing 
teams.  
 
E. Zilker Metropolitan Park is a 350-acre public park that is located at the intersection of the 
Colorado River and Barton Creek, named in honor of ice industry entrepreneur Andrew 
Jackson Zilker, who donated the land to the City of Austin in several sales throughout the 
early 20th century. It offers ample opportunities for seasonal outdoor recreation, including a 
public hiking and biking trail circling the park's Lady Bird Lake. Public attractions within the 
park include the Austin Nature and Science Center and the Zilker Botanical Garden, which 
may be explored for free. The park hosts a wide variety of public special events throughout 
the year, including the internationally-acclaimed Austin City Limits Music Festival, held over 
two weekends each October. 
 
F. Whole Foods Flagship Store On September 20, 1980, a little market opened in Austin, TX, 
a store that has changed the way we shop for groceries today. In just 39 short years, Whole 
Foods has expanded to over 469 stores in the United States, Canada and the United 
Kingdom. Stop by this Whole Foods Headquarters after the conference, grab dinner and 
listen to one of the many local Austin bands that perform here. Bring your yoga mat and chill 
with a class on the plaza. 
 
G. Texas Capitol Building The massive three-story Sunset Red Texas Granite structure is the 
largest capitol building in the United States, standing 14 feet higher than the U.S. Capitol 
building. Keep an eye out for elegant and ornate details, from the giant brass door hinges (so 
beautiful that people have tried to steal them over the decades!), to the detailed handrails. 
Look closely at the brass chandeliers in the House of Representatives Chamber to find 
that the light bulbs spell out T-E-X-A-S. The Capitol grounds comprise of about 22 acres in the 
heart of downtown Austin, so there's plenty more to see! Featuring 17 monuments, 
historic buildings and trees and beautifully landscaped lawns, the grounds are a great place 
to explore, enjoy a picnic or learn more about the history of Texas.  
 


